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TOURISM NT REGIONAL PROFILE

Greater Darwin
Report Period:
Year Ending December 2015

Mindil Beach Sunset Markets, Image courtesy of Tourism NT

REGION DEFINITION
The Greater Darwin tourism region comprises the Darwin tourism region
and a special region referred to as Outer Darwin.
Regional boundaries are defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) Cat. No. 9503.0.55.001.

What makes up the region?
Darwin

City of Darwin, City of Palmerston

Outer Darwin

Litchfield National Park, Batchelor, Mary River National
Park

Source note: All information is derived from Tourism Research Australia’s
National and International Visitor Surveys unless otherwise stated

Tourismnt.com.au
Publication Date: April 2016
Disclaimer: Tourism NT has taken due care and skill in preparing this information, however does not warrant that it is correct,
complete or suitable for the purposes for which it is intended to be used. Tourism NT disclaims all liability associated with the use
of this information. For further information email research.tourismnt@nt.gov.au
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WHAT is happening in Greater Darwin?
Greater Darwin overnight visitor numbers, year ending December 2015

Origin
Visitors
- Holiday
- Visiting Friends
and/or Relatives
- Business
Visitor nights
ALOSc (nights)
Expenditure d

Intra-Territory

Interstate

Domestic a

International

177,000
92,000

464,000
175,000

641,000
267,000

125,000
84,000

766,000
351,000

29,000

122,000

151,000

13,000

164,000

37,000
637,000
3.6
-

172,000
3,483,000
7.5
-

209,000
4,120,000
6.4
$748M

11,000
2,573,000
20.6
$159M

220,000
6,693,000
8.7
$907M

a: Domestic = Intra-Territory and Interstate
b: Total = Domestic and International
c: ALOS – Average Length of Stay
d: Expenditure is for the Darwin region only

Total

b

Growth to the
region has
been driven
by
Australians

Visitors
stayed an
average of
8.7 nights in
Greater
Darwin

Overall visitor numbers to the region have remained steady over the last two years staying at
over three quarters of a million (766,000 in 2015). This is positive result given the declines
experienced between 2011 and 2013. Growth has been achieved from the overnight domestic
market, in particular both interstate and Territorians on a holiday as well as more travel taken
to catch up with friends and / or relatives.
International visitor numbers have been a decline for a number of years, most evident after a
number of key markets were impacted by poor global economic conditions and natural
disasters. In the last 12 months though, numbers have been holding steady.

Wangi Falls Litchfield National Park, Photographer: Peter Eve

Greater Darwin Overnight Visitor Trend 2005-2015
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WHEN are they visiting?
Seasonality of the market in Greater Darwin

There is a clear peak season during the
September quarter as Australians travel
north to escape the winter and
international visitors travel to Australia for
spring and summer. International visitors
also tend to keep the region busy in the
December quarter.
The Greater Darwin region competes
with numerous destinations during the
summer months with just one in three
(35%) domestic visitors travelling to the
region during the December and March
quarters.

50%
40%
30%
20%
Interstate
Intra-Territory
International

10%
0%
Mar Qtr

June Qtr

Sept Qtr

Dec Qtr

WHO loves Greater Darwin?
Where did our domestic and international visitors come from in 2015?
Domestic source market overnight visitor numbers
State of origin
Intra-Territory
Interstate
Victoria / Tasmania
New South Wales /
ACT
Queensland
Western Australia
South Australia

Visitors

Visitor nights

(‘000)

(‘000)

ALOS
(nights)

177
464

637
3,483

3.6
7.5

119

793

6.7

110

785

7.1

104

1,145

11.0

79
52

490
271

6.2
5.2

Interstate
61%

International source market overnight visitor numbers
Country of Origin

Visitors

Visitor nights

(‘000)

(‘000)

ALOS
(nights)

125

2,573

20.6

United Kingdom

21

290

13.9

Germany

17

273

16.1

USA

13

240

18.1

New Zealand

11

232

21.6

France

9

86

9.6

Greater China

5

233

47.0

Indonesia

5

113

23.7

Japan

5

191

41.3

Netherlands

4

37

9.2

Switzerland

4

21

5.6

International

Internatio
nal
16%

Intraterritory
23%

Darwin Wave Pool, Photographer: Peter Eve
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Who are our visitors travelling with?
Visitation by travel party type, year ending December 2015

More than half of
international
guests travelled
to the region on
their own (56%)

What age are our visitors?
Visitation by age group, year ending December 2015

Tourismnt.com.au

Most interstate
visitors were aged
over 40, while
international
visitors were more
likely to be under
40.

Page 4 of 10

HOW are they getting around?
Transport used by holiday visitors, year ending December 2015

FLYONLY
INTERSTATE
INTRA-TERRITORY
INTERNATIONAL

FLY/DRIVE DRIVEONLY COACH/BUS

TRAIN

OTHER

4%

4%

88%

12%

3%

2%

22%

1%

73%

0%

0%

4%

50%

15%

15%

9%

1%

22%

[NB: Figures may not add up to 100% as some respondents were not asked this question and some may have used multiple forms of
transport].

The type of transport used to get to the region varies depending on where visitors come from. With
most international travellers entering Australia through major gateways on the East Coast, they
tend to use a number of different transport options to get to the region. Popular options include
either flying, or flying and then driving around. Interstate visitors took advantage of the various
airline offers while Territorians tended to use their own vehicle.

Holiday drive market
On average, over the past three years,
there were 32,000 interstate holiday drive
visitors to the Greater Darwin region;
around one-fifth of all interstate holiday
makers to the region.
The 50+ age group makes up the majority
of interstate drive visitors to Greater
Darwin, with six out of ten (62%) interstate
drive visitors falling in this age group. NSW
is the largest interstate drive market (40%)
for Greater Darwin.

Interstate Holiday Transport Trends
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Overall the international holiday market to
the Greater Darwin region has decreased in
recent times. This decline has been
primarily driven by a decline in fly visitors to
the region.
European visitors make up the majority of
the international drive market (60%), with
the largest markets being Germany (20%),
France (14%) and the UK (11%).
Just under half (47%) of all international
drivers to the region are aged below 30.

International holiday transport trends
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How do internationals get here?
When making the journey to the Greater Darwin region, the majority of internationals entered the
country through capital cities on the east coast, especially Sydney (27%) before making their way
to Darwin.
Ports of entry/exit used by international visitors who visited Greater Darwin year ending
December 2015

DARWIN:

ENTRY = 34%

EXIT = 29%

CAIRNS:
EXIT = 2%

Darwin

ENTRY = 1%

BRISBANE:
EXIT = 12%

ENTRY = 10%

PERTH:

SYDNEY:

ENTRY = 12%

EXIT = 35%
ENTRY = 27%

EXIT = 10%

ADELAIDE:
ENTRY = 3%
EXIT = 2%

MELBOURNE:
EXIT = 10%
ENTRY = 11%

Other ports of entry and exit include the Gold Coast which accounted for less than 1%.

Tourismnt.com.au
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WHERE else do they go in the Territory?
Greater Darwin holidaymakers visiting the regions
Year ending December 2015

During their Australian trip, international visitors to Greater Darwin did not tend to have a high level
of dispersal. Destinations that were popular among international visitors that did disperse included
the Alice Springs MacDonnell (27%) and Katherine Daly regions (21%).
Interstate visitors to the Darwin region were likely to visit popular attractions within the region or
take day trips to surrounding areas. Those interstate travellers that did extend their trip into other
regions tended to stay within the Top End (11% to Kakadu and 16% to Katherine).

GREATER
DARWIN

KAKADU &
ARNHEM LAND
Interstate – 11%
Intra-territory – 0%
International – 17%

KATHERINE
DALY

INTERNATIONAL
INTERSTATE

Interstate – 16%
Intra-territory – 4%
International – 21%

BARKLY
Interstate – 6%
Intra-territory – 3%
International – 8%

ALICE
SPRINGS &
MACDONNELL
Interstate – 7%
Intra-territory – 1%
International – 27%

LASSETER
Interstate – 6%
Intra-territory – 0%
International – 19%
Tourismnt.com.au
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WHERE did they stay?
Visitation by accommodation type used, year ending December 2015

Interstate visitors
preferred staying
in hotels while
internationals also
chose to stay in
cheaper types of
accommodation

*Other accommodation includes commercial boat/cruise ship, own property (i.e. holiday house), privately owned yacht,
other non-commecial property (i.e. free camping or roadside reststops), private accommodation (not friends or family),
education institution, accommodation in FIFO location, hospital related accommodation and not stated.

What did they enjoy?

Sightseeing, Photographer: Aude Mayans

Swimming, Photographer: Peter Eve

Tourismnt.com.au

Glamping, Wildman Wilderness Lodge, Tourism NT

Dining, Photographer: Adrian Brown
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Industry sector news
More visitors drop
in to get more
information
There has been 4.8% growth
in visitation per annum since
June 2007, to 220,000
visitors in 2015. In the last 12
months there was a 6.7%
increase in visitors to the
Darwin Visitor Information
Centre.
Source: Tourism Top End

70%
AVERAGE

4549

OCCUPANCY

$181

ROOMS
IN DARWIN

AVERAGE

2014/15

ROOM RATE

$124
REVENUE PER

From 30 May 2016, Silk Air (One World)
will introduce non-stop services to both
Darwin and Cairns, with five per week
737-800 services to Darwin.
Virgin Australia increased connections
with the launch of an Adelaide – Alice
Springs – Darwin route from 30 March
2015.
Airnorth began a service connecting
Darwin, Katherine, Tennant Creek and
Alice Springs from 22 October 2015.

70%

June Quarter 2015

55%

March Quarter 2015

66%

December Quarter 2014

84%

AVAILABLE
ROOM

September Quarter 2014

SEASONAL MOVEMENTS OF OCCUPANCY RATES

Further expansion of air
services expected in
2016

$3.5 million worth of further upgrades at
Darwin Airport will commence in the
second half of 2016.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Survey of Tourist
Accommodation Year Ending June 2015; Cat no. 86350do008

More cruise ships come to Darwin
Darwin welcomed almost
60,000 passengers from 41
large
ships
in
2015,
reaching its highest ever
result on record. The
second largest result was
back in 2012. Cruise Week
was a new initiative in 2015
set up to welcome six ships

Tourismnt.com.au

in five days. Darwin
retailers rolled out the
welcome mat with pop-up
markets at the Waterfront
and
a
selection
of
activities for passengers
and crew throughout the
Darwin CBD area.
Source: Darwin Port Corporation
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More industry sector news
NT Tourism Industry Sentiment poll
Tourism NT conducts an online poll every three months to provide a timely gauge for the health of
the tourism industry with the results for the Top End, and its region, available in the Top End
Industry Sentiment Poll on our corporate website.
The highlights for the region during the December quarter 2015 indicates that operators from the
region continue to remain positive about the outlook of their business for the next twelve months,
although the region had the lowest score compared to other regions across the Top End. Forward
bookings were reported as on par with the December quarter 2014.
Over the past five quarters the accommodation sector has reported a softening in visitor numbers
compared to the peak demand experienced in 2012 and 2013, largely due to increased
competition with significant additional room supply being added over the past couple of years.
Touring and transport, as well as attractions have been performing on par with previous December
quarters.

Region Spotlight
Backpackers
Definition:
BACKPACKERS
International visitors
aged 15-29, visiting
for the purpose of
holiday that are not
part of a family or
school travel group.

Backpackers made up 45% of all
international holiday visitors to the region.
The majority were European (89%) and
on average they spent 15.8 nights in
Greater Darwin. Those who are on a
working holiday in the region spent 70.7
nights in the region.
While over half are still are using backpacker hostels (56%) they are
only spending a third (32%) of their nights in this type of
accommodation. Trends indicate that international youth visitors are
looking for cheaper alternatives such as Air BnB (21%) and caravan
and camping (14%).

51% of
backpackers
arrived in
Australia on a
working
holiday visa

Tourismnt.com.au

Backpackers to the region were highly likely to visit multiple places during their
trip, with the majority (72%) having four or more destinations within Australia.
The most frequented states included NSW (82%), QLD (74%) and VIC (54%).
The most popular destinations for backpackers to visit in the NT included
Litchfield (52%), Kakadu (49%), Uluru (46%), Kings Canyon (28%) and
Nitmiluk (25%).
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